T h e R a m p a n t F ro g
May 2016

The French Car Club of Tasmania inc.
P.O BOX 1 93 New Town, Tasmania, 7008
President

Colin Fuller
vk7zcf@iinet.net.au

0407 353 034

Vice President

Trevor Wise
taswise@internode.on.net

6225 2935

Secretary

Lisa Febey
febey@internode.on.net

6278 1956
0437 807 150

Treasurer &
Membership Secretary

Damien Febey
damien.febey@gmail.com

6278 1956

Committee

Georgina Addison
maudikai@gmail.com

6249 2902

Peter Davson-Galle
p.davsongalle@utas.edu.au

6396 6118

Bertrand Cadart

Merchandising Officer

Colin Fuller
vk7zcf@iinet.net.au

0407 353 034

Public Relations Officer

Trevor Wise
taswise@internode.on.net

6225 2935

Club Captain

Georgina Addison
maudikai@gmail.com

6249 2902
0429 321 525

Editor

Gerry Freed
gerry@globalfreed.net

6248 7243
www.globalfreed.net

Public Officer

Derek Haigh

Membership Fees: Individual Subscription: $ 51 | Family Subscription: $58 | Concession Subscription: $10 Discount for holders of a Pensioner Concession card or full-time students
Copyright
Except where otherwise noted, articles appearing in this publication are copyright to the French Car Club of Tasmania Inc. In addition to any
use permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, reproduction of FCCT articles is permitted subject to no commercial usage and inclusion of the
following acknowledgement: “Courtesy of The Rampant Frog, the magazine of the French Car Club of Tasmania Inc.”
Disclaimer
Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the editorial staff, office bearers or members of the French Car Club of Tasmania Inc.
............................................................................ .........
Who is editing this literary gem ?
An ancient chariot racer nearly as old as Ben Hur, who has owned French vehicles since 1962 and has been living in France for
the last 12 years. Currently a member of the Club but also a life member of the Citroën Car Club of New South Wales, a supporter
of Les Amis du Type H and member of Dynamic Cub Panhard et Levassor. He currently drives the only Panhard 24CT in
Australia, a situation due to the oversight of Australian French car enthusiasts. The car, in a continuous state of restoration, has
circumnavigated the circuit at Le Mans following the honourable history of the founders of its pedigree, who won their class in the 24
Hour over many years.
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A few words from the President...

.................................................
Not a lot has been happening here on the car front except for fixing oil leaks and fixing
a few small electrical problems on my Renault Laguna 2.
I have been cleaning out some old consumer electronic technology from the last
century, that I have accumulated over the past 20 years. Targa Tasmania celebrated
25 years with a record of 382 entries in the tarmac rally, which covers 1842 Km and
has 38 competitive stages. There were also a record number of cars from the Alpine
and Renault stables, we had 3 Alpine A110’s, Renault 5 Turbo 2, and a Renault
Megane R26, These 5 cars made up the Renault Targa Team. All the cars finished
accept the Renault 5 Turbo 2, which came to grief on the first stage of the very last
day. It was great to be able to catch up with Andrew & Belinda Collier R5T2; Ernst &
Sonja Luthi A110; Barry McAdie and to meet Mike Neil (Barry’s navigator) A110; Mark
Duder & Greg Humphries A110
Picnic at Ross, seen some of the committee meeting with Jenna from CAMS and
Donald from MST to discuss FCCT future direction in motor sport and it was
suggested that our best way was to piggy back off other clubs that were already
involved in motor sport.
The last round of Formula One was held at Monaco where Daniel Ricciardo qualified
on pole. The race was started under the safety car because it was deemed to
dangerous for a standing start. The first 6 laps were completed under the control of the
safety car.
Finally the safety car pulled into the pits and Ricciardo was able to build a lead, but
this lead was not great enough because Lewis Hamilton was able to pass Ricciardo
while he was exiting the pits after a bungled pit stop for tires. The Red Bull team is
doing the best out of the Renault powered cars in the Constructors Championship in
3rd place on 112 points, Toro Rosso is in 6th on 30 points and the Renault team are
languishing in 9th on 6 points which was not helped by both Renaults crashing out at
Monaco, therefore gaining no points.
Cheers Col
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From the editor ……..
Now that our website (french-cars-tasmania.org) is operational we are able to post
news items, as and when they are fresh news. All members are invited to add to the
news and views page. Here is what you do... Enter the members section, for which
you will be asked to enter your user name and password. If you have lost these, ask
Lisa for them. Then select the button for editing the news and views page. You will
then see the items already displayed and scrolling down to the bottom of the page,
buttons for selecting whether you wish to add an item or to edit one. There is a delete
facility but this is only for your own postings. There is then a form shown in which you
can enter your news and one or two photos. Start a debate there if you want but
please restrain the language, as it will be seen without restriction world-wide.
With TRF coming out every two-three months, it is not so effective in sharing current
news and so I encourage you to read and contribute to the website page. That leaves
me free to twist your arm to squeeze out stories and articles of longer term interest for
TRF. If you feel that there is too much Gerry Freed in this publication, then fight back –
send me something to publish!
This is not the only French Car Club of which I am a member. In May we had the AGM
of the DCPL (Dynamic Club Panhard et Levassor) which fell this year to the South
West section, my mates, to organise. From the reports they sent me and the
participation pack that I have received you can see how they do these things in
France. When visiting France you can create new friends by showing up at one of
these sorts of meetings of any marque or region. Contact me well in advance and I
can guide you to the information sources as to what is on. Then you can contact the
organisers and introduce yourselves. Where possible I can help with introductions and
the language bridge.
We can't all meet regularly unless you have a formula to shrink Tasmania and so we
have created the website as a place to share and to 'meet'. Update your profile for the
benefit of other members and share your favourite car photos with us all.
Slowly our home is getting reorganised, after all it is only a year since we shipped it
across the world. We now have our « home cinema » re-created within the limitations
of our downsized house. We have a collection of video material relating to French cars
and a DVD library of French movies, many of which feature cars. I am canvassing the
idea of an 'open house' one evening per month when we can welcome local members,
limited to about 10, for a natter and a film show. Bring your own popcorn, please! If
you are interested, let me know and suggest when is a convenient time. My immediate
preference is Wednesday evenings because they are uncommitted, but it is up to you.
Bonne Route!
Gerry
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De Dion Bouton
The history of this company is another one
from the days when the French dominated the
world of automobiles. It was started in 1883
by Count Jules-Albert de Dion who claimed
two thirds of the name; a maker of scientific
toys, George Bouton who took the other third
and one Charles-Armant Trépardoux who
took none at all. Had the latter put his name to
the marque as well, they would have become
famous for their wide radiators. They began
with steam engines which they even fitted in
tricycles. The range developed rapidly to
quadricycles, semi trailers, tractors and buses.
Eventually abandoned steam power in 1904.
In 1905 their interest shifted totally to petrol
engines. They began once again with a single
cylinder tricycle which they fitted with one of
the first 'high revving' engines made possible with electric ignition. It was set up as a 'vis- à-vis',
that is two say it had two seats side by side. They call it 'the little car' and so they were able to
claim (as did Panhard) that they were the first large scale manufacturer of cars, having made
2,970 of the steam model by 1902. They also claimed to be the first manufacturer of a complete
car, motor, chassis and bodywork The robust construction of the motor on these tricycles is
evidenced by the number of them that still exist today and run in events like the London to
Brighton. The quality was recognised at the time and they became the largest supplier of engines
of the era. They supplied engines to over 50 makers of cars including Peugeot, Renault and
Delage.
Their tricycle used, not surprisingly, a De Dion rear axle. Its patented configuration of a rigidly
mounted transmission to reduce unsprung weight has continued in use throughout the history of
the automobile. Today you will find de Dion rear ends on the Smart Fortwo, the Caterham 72, the
Ford Ranger EV, the Renault Twingo 3 and the Ferrari F500 amongst many others.
In 1900 they built 400 cars and 3,200 engines truly making them the world's largest car maker.
Their sales were evenually surpassed by Panhard before WW1 and then by Renault and
Peugeot.
There was no easy way to find passable roads in that era and de Dion introduced road maps
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De Dion Bouton
while Michelin documented destinations with their Guide. Later, André Citroën
contributed with his sponsorship for local councils to provide road signs, however cars
remained a toy for the wealthy.
The factory of de Dion during WW1 was turned over to the volume production of
shells. After the war, they returned to their skills in motor design and powered luxury
cars with a V8 and an inline 8. In spite of their innovations in light vehicles they failed
to recognise the movement towards cars for the masses, staying in the luxury
segments. When the economic crash came in 1929, their cash flows dried up. By 1932
they had quit car manufacture but continued in a modest way with buses and fire
pumps until the 1950's.
Although for many car buffs of today, their name is unknown, the marque of de Dion
Bouton played an important catalytic role in the creation of the French car industry and
its pre 1914 world dominance. Such is the interest in these early vehicles, the oldest
known one still in running order is a steam powered model of 1884 and it last sold at
auction in the US for $US 4,6 million.
Here are some photos from the website of the amicale De Dion-Bouton.
http://de.dion.bouton.pagesperso-orange.fr/Accueil_eng.htm

Club Calendar
The club calendar of events can can now be found on the club website
where it is updated regularly. We will inform members of changes by email.
If you don't want these emails, modify your profile on the webpage.
http://french-cars-tasmania.org/calendar.php
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Delage in Tasmania
During a week in March the Delage Car Club of Australia, organised by their member
Sally McKaigue, toured northern Tasmania, based in Launceston.
The Delage marque
was at the forefront
at that period in the
1920's when French
engineers and
coachbuilders set
the pace for luxury
transport (or was it
rich mens' toys?).
Louis Delage himself
was an engineer
who ran R&D at
Peugeot from 19031905. With a
colleague, Augustin
Legros, he left and
set up his own
company. They worked together for thirty years until the company folded. Their first
car used the ubiquitous 1 litre single cylinder motor from de Dion Bouton. Their next
model downsized with a 500cc motor. After they won the 1908 Grand Prix with a
racing car with a multi cylinder engine, they changed strategy and built ever larger
chassis with bigger engines. By
1911 with Maurice Gaultier who
designed their 2,5 litre 6 cylinder
motor they were firmly committed
to the luxury market. In 1913 they
had a 6 litre, 4 cylinder motor and
won the French Grand Prix. In
1914 they won the Indianapolis
500.
War came and the factory, like
some others we know, moved over
to the production of shells. Gaultier
ran the production and
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unfortunately the shells were dangerously bad without ever reaching the enemy and
so he was sentenced to prison for five years. When the war ended, Delage was ready
with a 17-20HP 4.5 litre 6 and a chassis soon to be replaced by a lighter one with
11HP, that actually made him some money...
He bought a property at 140 Champs Elysées and took on Hispano Suiza for the
market of the rich and elegant. In 1921 he offered the model DE with the 2 litre 4
cylinder motor. This was for the epoque, a success but in fact only 3,600 were made.
These small numbers right through their history have helped to make the marque
today, highly collectable. In the fight against Hispano, he launched the Grand Luxe
with a 6 cylinder, overhead cam motor of some 6 litres. It claimed 180km/h top speed
but for all the specification it didn't sell well, so he abandoned it in 1926. He had
already achieved the title of maker of the fastest cars in the world as his model DH
with a 10.6 litre V12 and 280bhp got to 230 kmh. That record only lasted 6 days until
beaten by Fiat.
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These were exciting times for French cars and the racing record of Delage gave them
credibility with the coachbuilders and their rich customers in the twenties and early
thirties. The D8 with a 4 litre in line 8 cylinder, designed by ex-prisoner Gaultier was
beautifully bodied by the best and was and still is, a winner of Concours d'Elegance.
The market though was getting tougher as the pressures of the Depression flowed
upwards to the wealthy. In 1930, Delage downsized again and offered the D6, a six in
line with just 3 litres. Fine though these cars were, buyers were few and by 1935, the
company ran out of money and was offered to Peugeot, who rejected it. It was bought
by Delahaye who also were players in that declining luxury market. They made a few
hundred more Delage but they too had nowhere to go when WWII intervened. They
shut down in 1953.
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This automobile adventure left behind a heritage of vehicles with the glamour of an
age of elegance. They have such a range of bodies styled by Chapron, Letourneur et
Marchand, Grummer, Van den Plas . …..names forgotten but the best of those who
brought art to the automobile profile, that they are highly collectible and their
preservation is assured.
They are a rare sight especially in the numbers that came to Tasmania, but they were
clearly at home on our roads and in the grounds of Sally's home.The only thing that
seemed to distract the proud owners from their cars was someone who turned up in a
small plastic coupé – a Matra, I believe.
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The A.G.M of the Dynamic Club, Panhard et Levassor
May 2016 in the Dordogne

The first challenge of organising a major Club meeting in France is to select a venue
that is sufficiently interesting to justify driving an older car perhaps several thousand
kms. This year the Dordogne was chosen by the DCPL. For those who have never
been there, this is really a must in a tour of France. It has been a fertile area for
hundreds of thousands of years around rivers with limestone cliffs and caves. There
has been continuous habitation first by Neanderthals, then Homo Sapiens and now
Panhardistes. It was here that the archaeology revealed the transition from the
Neanderthals to CroMagnon and modern man. The caves have been inhabited up to

The Rampant Frog - The newsletter of the French Car Club of Tasmania | 20

The Rampant Frog
Conversions
Delage
in
How
they
doTasmania
it in France
the 20th century and many sites like Lascaux reveal in paintings, human history in
parallel with that of our Australian heritage.

It has always been a well defended area, for obvious reasons, and the hilltops carry a
network of châteaux and fortifications. The river Vezère, which has to be my favourite
in all of France, is a photographers delight. It features a network of look out posts and
fire signalling points manned for tens of thousand of years.
Because of its combination of rich soil, sun and clear water, the food there has always
been abundant and today it still supports one of the richest regional cuisines of
France. It is the home of truffles, foie gras, duck, goose and pork dishes that are not
for the fainthearted. To make sure that the Panhard visitors would not forget the
experience, the participants pack included a gift box of foie gras, rillettes and gesiers
de canard and bottle of Montbazillac, the perfect white wine to accompany foie gras
and indeed to prepare it.
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This was a long weekend. They arrived at the Château de Pelvezy (http://pelvezy.emonsite.com/album/le-chateau-de-pelvezy/) which dates from the thirteenth century,
on the Thursday afternoon to register, collect their back pack of goodies and to settle
into their bungalows in the grounds. Dinner was at the Chateau. The next morning
began at 7:30 with a quick breakfast and an outing to the Roque Sainte-Christophe
(http://www.roque-st-christophe.com/)
with lunch again at the Château. In the afternoon they toured the roads through the
hills to the gouffre de Proumeyssac
(http://www.gouffre-proumeyssac.com/).
Then back at base, relaxed and ready for business they held an Extraordinary General
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An Escher staircase? Terasson on the Vezère Gerry Freed 2004

Meeting and approved the changes to the Club's Constitution. That was followed by an
apertif and dinner with a cabaret show late into the night. Feeling exhausted already?
Saturday started again at 7.30 for the AGM at 8.00 am. They then took buses to
Sarlat. Sarlat has a Saturday market that fills the narrow roads of the town like
Salamanca Place but multiplied by ten. Parking, as I well know, is not worth
attempting. Many English live around Sarlat and the market is bilingual. If you ever get
there, we can recommend the restaurant at the entrance to the town - “Le Bistro de
l'Octroi” where parking is occasionally possible. If they still had any money left, they
returned to their Chateau to browse at the Club Shop and then to have lunch. For the
afternoon it was off to the Roque Gageac, one of the most beautiful villages of France,
where they went on a cruise down the river Dordogne.
(http://www.les-plus-beaux-villages-de-france.org/fr/la-roque-gageac-0)
In the evening they visited a farm, la Ferme Minard just 5 minutes from the chateau,
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to sample their foie gras and white wine.
(http://www.foiegras-minard.com/coffrets.htm). They supplied the box of goodies, one
of which arrived here.
At 8:30 dinner was served which led to a Gala night of dancing, music and talk.
Amazingly, they reconvened for breakfast at 7:30 on the Sunday, organised picnic
baskets and went off to visit the gardens at the domaine d'Eyrignac
(http://www.eyrignac.com/en/). After lunch they were allowed to go home. The cartoon
on the back of the back of the route map says it all.
Having been living not far from this region and being frequent visitors you can excuse
us for a little nostalgie pour la France.
Gerry Freed (adhérent DCPL)

Photograpy Michel Borie
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Paris bans older cars
When you come back from Paris complaining about the absence of interesting cars,
bear this in mind.
From July 1, 2016, during the working week cars made before 1996 and motorbikes
before 2000 are banned from the road. So far no exception has been negotiated for
classic cars. If you are driving an older car, stay out the town, otherwise you will be
fined 35 euros and the car immobilised so that you have to transport it out of town.
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406 Speedo
My 1998 406 SV started to display the same sort of symptoms that Greg Lock Lee
described in his June 2005 article; viz. erratic speedo needle and partial loss of power
steering.
With the help of a workshop manual borrowed from Steve Palocz (and his advice) I
summoned up enough courage to attack the problem.
After reading the workshop manual it became clear that the voltage out of the gearbox
sensor is proportional to the road speed. Presumably this signal is “massaged” by
system’s computer and is then transmitted to a control interface box from where it is
feed to drive the speedometer in the console.
The first thing to check was the gearbox sensor.
To check if the gearbox sensor is working you will need a power drill and a voltmeter.
The gearbox sensor is located in the top of the automatic gearbox (the manual
version is probably similar). To get to the sensor you need to work from underneath
the car. The sensor body is held to the gearbox via a single bolt (see the photo below).
On top of the sensor is a 2 pin female connector Disconnect the AMP connector being
careful not to lose the connector clip. Remove the boltThere are two types, a 2 pin
connector and a 3 pin connector version. Take the sensor out carefully (don't lose the
o-ring) and check that the plastic gears are all intact. Clean the contacts and then
connect the voltmeter across the (spade) connectors. In my case it was the 2
connector type, so there was no guessing which terminals to use.

AMP Connector
Gearbox Sensor
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Using a power drill "spin it up"; checking to see if the output voltage rises steadily. Reinstall the sensor and take the car for a drive. If the speedo and or the steering is still
playing then the problem is elsewhere.

AMP Connector Clip

In my case it turned out to be a speedo control
unit (part no: 1929.SJ) which is located under
the glovebox. It is black, about the size of a
cigarette packet and is manufactured by Bitron
in Italy. The following attachments will help
identify it. Cost of the replacement is about
$150-.

Top of Control Unit (1929.SJ)

Control Unit (1929.SJ)

Gerry Mullock June 2016
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Words of the Month...
Keeping the lid on things
You might choose to wear a hat - un chapeau
but if you say « Chapeau ! » to someone, that means « I admire what you have done »
derived from the old « I doff my hat to you ». We seem to have knocked the doffing out of
that phrase these days.
Hats come in various shapes and sizes. If the crown of your head is flat, you may want to
wear a béret or béret Basque. If you feel officious and your head is round you will need a
képi, a circular flat topped hat with a peak, beloved of the gendarmerie.
And if you have memories of Olde England you might consider a chapeau melon, which is
only half a melon in these difficult times and in English would be a bowler hat. I don't watch
much cricket but I don't think they wear them often on the field these days.
Now moving towards cars, the general word for a lid is couvercle which you can use in
most circumstances, if you can't remember the specific word. The engine is normally
covered by un capot which in English is a bonnet and in American, a hood. Confusing if
you return to headgear for a moment, because the english bonnet is un bonnet, a hood is
une capuche and if it is not un gangster. Another useful word is un capuchon which can be
a hood as on a raincoat or a cap but on a car you will find them as the plastic covers to
lights and the connectors to spark plugs.
Now we change gender to la capôte. If you want to change the hood (à l'anglaise) of a 2cv
you will order une capôte. However if you want a capôte anglaise you better buy it in the
chemist, because it's a Durex in English.
That draws me towards the rear end where, in the case of cars, you will find the le coffre or
boot. That may be shaped like a old style travel chest, in which case it will be la malle. The
Americans would prefer that because for them it is a trunk. Luckily there are no native
American elephants because they would be fitted with un tronc. If it is on a Traction, it
could have a external spare wheel in which case it has un coffre or if it is the later version
with the wheel inside it has une malle bombée. Should the car be a hatchback or station
wagon, then although a door is generally une porte and often ajar, the rear door is un
hayon.
Last for today is the petrol cap which you forgot to close, that is un bouchon essence.
Bouchon means cork or bung or a traffic jam. However, you would normally close your jam
jar with un couvercle but if your jam jar is un tacot you will close la capôte, if it rains.
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Bon Appétit!
This recipe has been around the world and has now
come back home. It has been a success wherever it
went. Its category is: easy but it needs a little care to get
the baking temp and time just right to get them light
brown and that depends on the dryness of the cheese.
This version is taken from a cookery book published in
California. It makes for a good nibble with drinks or
afternoon tea.
Difficulty: Easy

Yo's Aussie treats
Yo is famous for her vast array of international recipes. This is one of her most special recipes. They
make great party treats.
Ingredients :
- One and a half cups of finely grated dry parmesan
cheese
(Australian note: It must be parmesan and it is sold in
this form in packets by Woollies)
- 1 cup flour
- 5oz butter
- 1 large egg yolk
Method:
Stir flour and cheese together, work in the butter. Then
work in the egg yolk to a firm dough.
Leave to rest in a cool place for half an hour. Preheat oven to 400° F. Roll the dough to 1/4 inch thick, cut
into rounds with a pastry cutter. Bake until golden or 15 mins.
You can make rolls and freeze them. Defrost in fridge before slicing and cooking. When doing this, 375°F
oven temperature is best.
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Peugeot Memorabillia
33off Sew on patches

1off Peugeot the Peugeot
Collection

1off Sticker

4off Peugeot The
Australian Story

3off Peugeot pins

8off Sticker

1off Sticker

1off Sticker

4off Sticker

18off Peugeot 10 yr pin

1off Peugeot NSW 18901990 pin

10off Peugeot Pageant
1990

4off Peugeot iron on badge

2off Sew on Peugeot
badge

1off Sew on Peugeot
badge

4off Peugeot iron on badge

5off Sew on Peugeot 1990
centenary badge
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The Rampant Frog
Wanted & For Sale
Peugeot Parts
2off 3 stud axles

Wiper blades and frames

Peugeot 504 front pads

Hub caps 280mm diameter

1off Bosch points GB 529

Accelerator pedal rubber

Sealed beams low & high
51/4 inch - Lucas & G.E

Wheel braces

Assorted bolts & nuts

Ball joint repair kit

Bosch distributor cap GB
514

Bosch distributor cap GB
514
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The Rampant Frog
Wanted & For Sale
Bearings
2off SKF 442882

1off 6203 2RS

2off NSK 6302
VVCMAV2S

1off NSK GB 6203B

1off FAG 535411

1off FAG 32005X

Interested in any of the above?
Please contact Col Fuller Email: vk7zcf@iinet.net.au
Money raised from items will go into Club funds.
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2off NSK 6002
VVCMAV2S

T h e R a m p a n t F ro g
Wanted & For Sale
Cars
Beata (Be-arta) Parry is selling her (recently deceased) father’s white 1973 Renault 12 sedan which is located at
Cygnet, on behalf of her mother. She has a good knowledge of the car’s mechanical condition and said up until
the time he stopped driving it, it was in good condition for its age, but it hasn’t been driven for around 5 years, and
is un-registered.
It needs a new clutch, as its slipping, and needs a bit of maintenance, new seals etc ...
Tyres are in good condition, bodywork (no dents) and upholstery.
She can ring for it to go to the ‘crusher’ (no charge), or get it going with a day’s registration permit and drive it there
for small remittance, but she’d prefer it to go to someone who wants it or can use it for spares, if possible.
Would like about $200, but negotiable.
Contact number : 62 971979 (Geeveston).

Advertisment

"Made to measure" sunshades. Designed to fit your car and
particularly handy for "unusual" cars.
Call Grant West of Blackman’s Bay
who can come and measure up your car.
Contact him on: west.sunshades@bigpond.com
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T h e R a m p a n t F ro g
The Back Page

Bertrand at Wollmers Presige Car Show, May 2016

Another unenforceable French law
Scrap yards as we knew them have largely vanished from the French countryside.
The passion for recycling has forced operators to invest heavily in sorting systems
and crushers, taking the vehicle as far as possible back to raw materials for
recycling. In spite of this, the poorer end of town has found sufficient spare parts
from a few recoverers of gearboxes and engines and the like so that their cars can
be kept on the road with second-hand bits.
The new law assumes that this is actually a good thing in conservation of materials
and should be encouraged. Now all repairers are required to give a quote for repairs
with either new or used parts.
Image gliding up in your Rolls and being asked if you would like to save a few euros
by the fitting of a set of second hand brake discs. Are the public going to rush to the
police to complain if the quote for second hand parts is not provided?
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